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Abstract

Nowadays, we feel much relaxed when it comes to do with the
tremendous development that is happening in the world of telecommunications.
Consequently, this big step in the human life is both qualitative and quantitative.
Plenty of messages are quickly sent to places around the world with no hassle or
effort that our life has become easier. Nevertheless, this same development
makes us scared of the disadvantages that may occur at the level of individuals
or societies such when making confusion in the evaluative system of these
individuals and societies; also to the transgression to the cultural and personal
identifications, as well as to the customs and traditions within small
communities. From this point, the importance of the local media emerges when
the messages are broadcasted in the regional areas within countries. This can be
a good barrier against all what is strange to the local community.This is of
course when it does its role efficiently, i.e. when it is in conformity with all the
cultural, social and economic aspects. Starting from the individuals who make
the starting point of any society and then try to respond to their needs and
enquiries as well as solving their problems. All that makes the audience of these
media connected by using their context and contents. This is what this study
focuses on in which it tries to know the uses of the local media and what they
may serve to the local people of a given society Hence, taking the listeners of
Setif’s local radio — Idaat al Hidhab — as an example.

This study concludes through searching in the theoretic sides of the local
media and proves that local media differ from all other kinds of
telecommunication. The messages displayed are distributed in a certain
geographical zone, sociably, economically and culturally conformable. The
messages also deal with a certain and defined audience that messages emerge
from and ends to. Therefore, the particularity of the local media lies in the small
zone that is targeted, its content is from the real life of the local people and itss
audience is known.

This study could also give a definition to the local radio which is a means
of communication where the messages are limited and work within a small
community whose goal is to serve that community. For example, it helps in the
local development, works as a liaison between the authorities and the citizen.
The studies could also track the experience of other local radio stations in
Algeria. These stations are new and came to existence arbitrarily, have no rules
legislated by the Algerian law, but are all connected to the central national radio
station in Algiers.

This study could precise the important components of the theory of uses
and gratifications which is depicted in all public of all means of communication,
active when dealing with the communicative subjects it uses its communicative
behaviour with certain reasons that deal with knowledge, sociology,



psychological and entertainment. The second aim of this theory deals with what
the public of the means of communication think by satisfying their different
needs though the use of the means of communication such when getting
information, news, being helped through other people’s experiences,
entertainment and relaxing etc.

Practically speaking, the study could show that the audience of — ldaat al
Hidhab- follow it’s different programmes constantly during the day and even the
whole week for a long time, since the appearance of this radio station. This last
could attract the public that has built a good relationship with, though the
existence of other competitive means of communication. It was clearly noticed
that the audience were attracted to the social programmes that deal with social
issues of people. They’re also attracted to the entertaining, sporting music and
competitive programmes. All these programmes make the listener relax and
revive. There is less interest in other programmes that deal with Islamic religion
and also the educational and cultural programmes, All these statistics where
shown through the answers provided by the listeners themselves. What was
clearly seen is the need of the listeners of this Radio station and in getting
knowledge through the news: we understand from this concept, the audience are
getting to know what is happening around them. Social needs mean that the
radio station helps listeners using other people’s experiences. Psychologically
speaking, that makes listeners relax and enjoy listening to this Radio station
which is more concerned with their local community and then getting rid of
boredom though entertainment and musical programmes. Finally, the
communicative needs make the public enjoy listening to other people and
sharing viewpoints.

What is clearly noticed from this study is that the main gratifications
provided by Setif’s radio station.These are to provide people with news and
information, as well as making them sympathize with others, getting rid of
boredom and loneliness; it’s also a means of pastime; and last but not least,
participation in solving people’s problems and giving advice to them. Many
gratifications are also related to this local radio station. We can name some such:
telling about the local customs and tradition, as well as participating in the local
investment and using the local personalities as sample of success, this what
makes people feel attracted and interested to this radio station since it is from
and to them.

What is also noticed about Setif’s radio station — Idaat al Hidhab - is the
variety of its entertainment programmes which are rarely serious to deal with the
individual’s life. Another point is the lack of caring for the rural woman and
what she needs such as educating her, and telling people about her daily
sufferance. From all that, we notice the demand of the local community from
this radio station to make new programmes which would touch other sides and
problems of this same community, use less of entertainment programmes, hire
the experienced broadcasters and use better language skills.

Finally, we can say that local communication is so important and it can be
used in local communities to reach the goals targeted. Yet, it must be well



supervised by getting in touch with the demand of the audience and their wishes;
that is to say, knowing what the audience expects from this medium and then
trying to gratify these needs to ensure the right development.



