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Summary

When one looks more closely at France’s Iraq policy since the end of
the Cold War, it can be seen that Paris has broadly opposed the American
policy toward that country, worthy to emphasis, its staying out of the Iraq
war in 2003 and especially its threat to use the veto against a United States-
inspired draft resolution in the UNSC which permit the use of power against
Iraq. While there is a large agreement that this policy is puzzling considering
France’s civilization belonging and history record, it is easy to notice that
such an agreement is gradually waned when we try to interpret the French
behavior; as the subjective justification take prior than scientific inquiry.

The main purpose of this thesis is to avoid the previous failing, and try to
bring a neutral theoretical-based approach to understand France foreign
policy toward Iraq .In so doing, the thesis take France’s Iraq policy since the
end of the cold war as dependent variable shaped by a set of independent
variables which are: Power, Utility and Identity.

The thesis will proceed as follows. The first chapter present and discuss
three approaches to the study of foreign policy each of these approaches is
derived from a major school of thought in international relations, more
specifically, Neorealist, Utilitarian Liberal, and Constructivist account of the
foreign policy behavior of states will be explored. The second chapter will
provide a brief overview of France foreign policy, and demonstrates
empirically -through comparison- its general features in the Arab, European
and international context. The third chapter looks at the theoretical debate in
explaining the France’s Iraq policy since the end of the Cold War, by
developing and testing a number of hypotheses relating theoretical and
empirical account, and ultimately synthesizing the preceding approaches’
perspectives.
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