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ABSTRACT

Using Goffman’s dramaturgical theory, this study aims to reveal the way Algerian
women represent themselves through social networking websites. As to how they are depicting
their virtual identities and managing them through Facebook, while exploring the way they
construct identities and realize online presence.

Through mixed method approaches, both quantitative and qualitative information has been
materialized which is furthered interpreted utilizing explanatory sequential design. A total of
550 Algerian women who practice Facebook were involved in the study by responding to an
electronic questionnaire and 12 women participated for a focus group discussion. This
methodology revealed that the majority of respondents perform there virtual identity role in
front of chosen audience but that is not neutral; it depends on the kind of relationship they are
supposed to interact like stranger, kin, friends and family. The majority of respondent claim to
use real name but fake profile pictures, because of cultural pressure of the Algerian society to
the extent that they fear of harassment for showing real photo. Most respondents believe that
Facebook portrays their virtual identities as they really are. Algerian women try to manage
their virtual identities to pervade a positive image without compromising self- respect of being
truthful in dispersing information.

The self-representation of the Algerian women is influenced by the social, religious,
psychological and educational background. The study revealed that there exist a degree of
central relation between social & religious factors and the use of name and profile picture on
Facebook. In contrast psychological and educational factors depict no influence or correlation
into the choices of name and profile pictures.

The core finding of this research adds new optimistic ways in the philosophy and approach of
the use of dramaturgy theory in the study of self-representation on virtual platform.
Keywords: Algerian Women, Virtual Identity, Self-Representation, dramaturgy, Impression

Management, Facebook.
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