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Abstract

The study aims to identify the relationship between electronic social
networks and the shaping of public opinion among the Algerian youth
through the knowledge of its representations / perceptions and uses of
Facebook. The study starts up from the following main question: What is
the relationship between Facebook network and the shaping of public

opinion among Algerian youth?

We used the descriptive approach and the discourse analysis with set of
tools the Network association the interview semi-directed, group
discussion. Those tools were applied on a sample of 50 young individuals.

Our study concluded with a number of results/The main findings of this study

are:

- Algerian youth see the facebook network as a means of social
communication and mainly of entertainment. They carry a balanced and
rational vision about it, in which they distinguish between the positive and
negative side of it. .

- The youth use of the Facebook network varies according to socio-
demographic variable, They shows some differences in their habits and
manners in dealing with Facebook, which is related to the technical
features of this network in one hand, and their conceptions in the other.

- Facebook is considered as complementary source of news on political
issues besides the traditional media. Except in times of crisis and
elections, it turns as a major source due to the biased treatment and lack of
information in traditional media.

- Youth's perception of Facebook as a public space for discussion and
shaping public opinion varies according to sociodemographic data and
youth leanings to politics, But the majority of them believe that it has a
limited influence which is correspond to their conception/ representation
to Facebook.

- in terms of the young people appropriation of Facebook as a tool for
shaping public opinion, the majority of them tend only to see / find out
what is written on Facebook. While others with more political leanings
are more inclined to the exchange value, when Facebook is considered as
tool for producing contents for public opinion shaping.

Keywords: electronic social networks, Facebook, public opinion, social
Representation, uses
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