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ABSTRACT:

The research paper aims at reviewing the evolution of the role of
NATO in the Mediterranean region, since it has become a hotspot of
fighting against many upsurging security threats. A security shift that has
been considered as a major driver for the policies of major powers,
especially the United States and the European Union. Furthermore, the
Mediterranean is actually a new area of focus for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization in facing these new threats, mainly: terrorism, organized
crime, and illegal immigration, through the elaboration of an Atlantic
strategy that adapts to the international state of affairs since the end of the
Cold War. The mission of NATO as changed from a mere military
perspective to rather include political, economic and social dimensions, as
the military and the political in this region are intertwined. So the
organization has developed its structures and expanded its goals and
policies, and has also working on for security arrangements and initiatives
aimed at eliminating the sources of these threats through, for instance,
launching the "Atlantic-Mediterranean Dialogue” initiative, which is
considered one of the important NATO strategies, and an important and
cooperative initiative to support security and stability in the Mediterranean
region.

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization has outlined a set of strategies
and projects in the Mediterranean region, as the region took a significant
portion of the organization’s new Post-Cold-War trends shaped by the
organization’s increasing perceptions of fears coming from the eventual of
the expansion of new security threats in the Mediterranean region. The new
strategic concept that was formulated in 2010 is the most prominent, where
it has been argued that actual presence of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization in the Mediterranean region is primordial, due to principles
and approaches convergence, what is more is that the region is in forefront
facing of new security threats in the region, such as terrorism, organized
crime and illegal immigration, so while maintaining the
Mediterranean under the security umbrella of the alliance, it is intended to
lower the costs with a shared visions between NATO and its
Mediterranean partners.
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