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Abstract:

Statistical data shows a steady pattern of decline on the indicators of
democracy and political liberties since the beginning of this century. This
came in the wake of a wave of transition from authoritarian rule to democracy
in most regions of the world. The aim of this paper is to track the different
explanations of this situation, and if the decline of democracy is a stand-alone
phenomenon, or it is just a temporary phase of stagnation.

In a brief presentation of the recent literature, two major trends emerge in
comparative politics studies. The first acknowledges the existence of a
structural decline, which is likely to turn into a counter-wave, while the
second trend emphasizes democracy's resilience and the existence of a
misreading of the indicators showing a decline in democracy worldwide.
Whatever the differences in reading the experimental data, the decline in the
macro and micro indicators of democracy appear in most regions of the
world, but this does not diminish the fact that it has become closer to a fixed
phenomenon, which casts considerable challenges to democracy as a political
philosophy and a system of governance as well . On the other hand, the
consistent trend of the decline of democracy in the past two decades presents
a cognitive challenge to the field of comparative politics and democracy
studies in particular. It appears, at least, that the transitional paradigm no
longer still dominate in this subfield. This may open the door for researchers
to develop a new subfield within the comparative policy that examines two
simultaneous phenomena: the decline of democracy and the resurgence of
authoritarianism. It also pushed to the forefront some explanatory factors that
were believed to have a secondary role in democratization processes, such as
the role of external forces and the effects of transformations in the structure of
the global system.

Keywords: Democracy; Democratization; Decline of democracy;
Authoritarianism; World Order.



