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Abstract:

The study examines the relationship between the democratic
transition and the economic potential of the Algerian and
Moroccan cases, from 1990 to 2014, by defining the concept of
‘democratic transition’ and the most important theoretical
approaches that elucidate it. The study seeks also to determine
the theoretical approaches that explain the relationship between
the concept of democracy and economic development, and to
project these theories on the two study cases (Algeria and
Morocco). Algeria and Morocco have known many events in
various fields, and were considered as backgrounds and motives
that helped the transition towards democracy, which required
investigation into two different forms of political systems: a
republican Algerian system and a Moroccan monarchy. This led
the research to delve into the converging factors which affect the
nature of the two systems.

The economic factor, among others, plays an important
role in the process of democratic transition, and the process of
the latter requires economic potential. Departing from the fact
that politics and economy are indivisible, and in an attempt to
provide an answer emphasis was placed on the structure of the
economy and its direct link to the democratic transition process,
and on detailing the requirements of this process and its
relationship to the economic reform policies in the two countries.

Keywords: democratic transition; economic potential;
economic development; political reform; economic openness;
Algeria; Morocco.
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