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Americans, ure bottled up in Kuwait and

Irig. Washington refuses to call them hos- '

tages, but potentially thut's what they are
Some world-clusa Dalestinian terrorists,
including Abu Nidul, have bevn spotted in
Baghdud recently, und US. etficials wuorry
about & new campaign of killing and hi-
Jueking 0 support of Trag Saddam may
have snother insidious weapon in his arse-
nal: time. The longer he holds out, the
lewhier the embargo could become Bush's
support might svep away, 1o, 50 far, ac

" being George Bush," sad une

Badn’'t called them before he went tobwd fur
fear of waking them up, ' Ge Bush s
s s
“Hitnd= un, i charge " The prosident alsa

C kgt has hey advisers on the phone and on

the run. Secretary of State danes Biker
wenll lo Ankara to persuade the Turks Lo
keevp the squeese o lragi ol exports and 1o

" allow 14 US. P11l fighter bomburs al-

cording 1o u Newsweew Pall, 77 percent af |

the American public supports the presi-
dent’s handling of the Persian Gull crisis
But i U S treops and hostages are sull at
Fiah aix months or a year from now—
which secms entirely  possible—Amer-
Cuna nay luse their enthusinam fur the
erusade agaiist Soddun
‘Hands on”; Bu-li u=ed the persunal touch
i wrganicing bis compaign. By late last
wevk e had mude about 35 phone ealls to
furewgn leaders, Including King Fuhd of
Siuudi Arabia and King Hussein of durdan
He goi up at 2280 in the morning o call
* French President Frangois Mitter rund und
Exyptian President Husni Mubarak; b

ready positioned in Turkey 10 be used tu
protect Saudi Arabia The Turks agreed, in

sanctions They alse played a saiali ook
Yary role, with twa warships o the duil
ared 1o protect Suviet =hij ping it tiey
Bingad that thas imighn sig kA e
thiational praveheeping | wnE W
vrealed wnder the 1N 4 s t

P fur wlr posataan tatally
Arab states,” siid o LS dipl
duenly., they cuuldn 't bde bl
power conthiot. They had &
irabn theniselvis.

St

shef b1

Sewritan

Eeneral, st an econuimic cost 1o the mael

that they estimated wt §2 billon, Baker
promised tht Washington would help 1o
arrange luans for Turkey, and be said the
exiled Emirof Kuwait would make up sume

ool Turkey's losses.

Buker alsa met with the NATO allies
in Hrussels, and he tulked freguently on

' ihe phone with Soviet Foreign Minister

Eduard Shevardnadze. Getting the Swvic

| #1s un board was absalutely key 1o Bush's

| Bt e, im Line with their o

strategy Inthe past, Saviet ojposition per
suaded nonaligned nutiuns,and even some
Amwrican ablies to resint U'S initintives,
ew Lhink:
ing" on foreign policy, the Soviets had litle
chuice but o support the U N economic

-

L ol as i Lebanon Bt doe

Dk Cheney was Bush's
the Arubs. Flyuy to
ahowed King Fabhd warelliae

provisg that Saddam Bad Hisdw oo n
his troups were pulling out vt Fuw
ol Chetivy e trasted Busie o b |
hmow i when Bush was i e
unid Fuhd was Saudi Liter ot i
king has o ceputotion fur didier
yuickly wgrced 1o accept US groapn Mo
unpowed suinic cunditiuns, howeser Tis
L rnited Statees waould buye o by bt
the bitter endsn gow b W al Pl
avidis it
thie Amerians to lease, thes would g
mediately. " Wo mode somie protty stion,
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When ‘K-Day’ Comes

tve diecision un an attack to recover Kuwait may hinge on

allivd pulitics “IUs all scenario driven, and the president
hasn't sitled on one date ver,” says a well-informed Wash-
inglun source But il President Bush believes the coalition is
starting te weaken, he may decide 1o strike soon lter
expiration of the United Nations' Jan. 15 deadline for Irag
withdrawal The first phase of the action would almost
certainly take place in the air, as allied warplanes seek 10
dimtroy lragi air defenses, missile sites and unconventional
weapons facilities (lefil If ground forces ure asked wo take
part in this phases, three options seem most likely:

npﬂn“ 1'. Ground lorces with the exceplion ol VIECorps
(sl getting ready ) cunduct limited holding attacks in the

rder arca. These pin the lragi Army down while ouassive
Aur Furce and naval air bombardment of stralegic largels
procceds—soime LB sorties a day. The bombing stops
every three days 1o allow lor peace negobations.

'Ilptmn 2+ M air and naval bumbardiment opens the

waunpraign. U tie fouath day. U S Marines steike into south-
ern Kuwait by kud and stage an amplubious assaull oo the
castern coast, Multinational lorces move toward central Ku-
wail, and SV Corps swoeeps north along lrag’s border with
Kuwail, then lurmns loward Kuwait City to pan the Iraqis down,

oﬂhﬂﬂ i (5]10'“.. lﬂftk Essentially U same as
2, excepd thal VI Corpa is presscd into action. On the
Lay, VI Cot s Crosses intu lrag headed lor the lown
ol AJ NNasiriya The goal 10 cut off te Traogis” escape roule,

eaprusdng U o lurther potishonent lromn the ale

desert and getting it runming in enly five
months. Still, until recently the forces were
hobbled by the Pentagon's disgraceiul ne-
glect of essential items like spure parts.
smmunition. rations and fasl-moving
ships to ger the siuil there Had Suddam’s
forces atlached Suud: Arabia any vime boe
wween August and October, 5. lorces
might well have been humiliated. Now the
fighting units have their basic level of sup-
ply and depots are rapidly filling with the
stocks required to suppert an offensiv
Once Lhe 300 cargo ships still en route ar-
rive, Schwarzkopf will have Bush’s "otfen-
sive option” in hand.

Haltway courses: Even so. senior officers
here feel € from their o der in
chiel to meet a pulitical unwtable rather

1 would conduct limited holding sttacks de-

. signed to pin the lrag Army down while air

| strike Kuwait and lrag with 8 mussive air

, swuth toward Walra in southern Kuwail

| assault along the east coast of Ruwail ianaps

than a military one. This has forced themto |
i
a

ber of poesible hallway

coursesof action,or C/ As.asthey areknown

in the soldiering trade. I have boiled them

down tothe three | think most probable. All
assume an attack date soun alter Jan. 15,

In the first option, on K-Day all ground

forces except the stll-unrcads VI Corps

| bruad front toward Kuwait City, aiming 1

and naval forces would conduct a massive
bombardinent ageinst selicted Largels in
buth lrag and Kuwait. The tunk-heavy !
First Cav Division would be held in Central
Cotnmand reserve. The bambing campaign
wuuld pause every three days for a stab at
peave negotiations This option would be
the cheapest in terms of cusualties
Optien 1wo: on R-Day our forces would

and naval bombardment. Then on B plus 3
the US. Marines' Expeditionary Corps
would conduct a holding attack from the

and simultancously conduct an amphibisus

Alse on K plus 3, the multinational Arab
Army would cunduct a holding atta » from
the south toward Al-Jahra in central Ku-
wait. The U.S. XVIII Corps would conduct a
sweeping attack north along Irag’s border
with Kuwait, thenslash into Kuwatalonga

pin down the Iragis and increasc their vul-

nerability 1o air bombardment. The Amer-
ican V1l Corps would be in mobile reserve
behind the Arab Army, fitting out and pre-
‘pra;‘rinc 10 react o an lragi countersiroke

e First Cav Division weuld be in thes:
LT reserve

The third course is identical 10 the s
end, except that divisions of the American
VIl Corps would uttack on K plus & inte
Iraq. to the vicinity of Al-Nasiriya, a tewn
on the Euphrates River in southern lrag
This would cut off the Iragi defenders’ e
cape route. The First Cav Divisien would
FEmaLI AN feserve. =

A common clement in each scenariois @
heavy reliapoe on air power. Back in Wash
ingron, the Pentagon’s air-puwer cult, with

© an eye on post-gull budget cuts, has bece

singing the refrain that planes can do th
jubs all by themselves. This Kind of thinkin,
was prevalent in Vietnam, where 6 millio
tons of bombs didin't work. Nor does it con
sider that Iragi air defenses are batth
tested if relatively primitive. In open de-
ert, theair-power solution sounds good Bi
seasoned ground officers are skeptica
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