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- " ETYMOLOGY is the history of the origin and development of a word or other linguistic 

form "  

- Longman new universal dictionary, new collegiate dictionary, Librairie du LIBAN, p.335. 

2
-�Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 12 

August 1949, ICRC, p.921, diponible : www.icrc.org  

3
- Ibid. 
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5
-�Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977, op.cit., p. 921. The text in English 

of draft article 2/a of the International Convention for the protection of Journalists engaged in 

Dangerous Missions in Areas of Armed Conflict: 
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" The word  ' journalist ' shall mean any correspondent, reporter, photographer, and their 

technical film, radio and  television assistants who are ordinarily engaged in any of these 

activities as their principal occupation (…) "���
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" �Agreeing that the term of "journalist" in this Convention covers all civilians who work as 

reporters, correspondents, photographers, cameramen, graphic artists, and their assistants  

in  the  fields   of��the print media, radio, film, television and the electronic media (Internet), 

who carry out their activities on a regular basis, full time or part time, whatever their 

nationality, gender and religion. "
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-�Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, " Le rôle des organisations non gouvernementales dans 

l'élaboration d'une norme de protection professionnelle ", In A.H.D.I, 1989,  p. 178. 
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-�Ibid. 

3
-�Nouvel ordre de la communication 4 , la protection des journalistes, Unesco, p. 2 . 
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- Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, " Le rôle des organisations non gouvernementales dans 

l'élaboration d'une norme de protection professionnelle " , Op.Cit., p. 178.�  
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- Robert KOLB, Jus in bello: Le droit international des conflits armés, Bruylant, Bruxelles, 

2003, p. 51.  

  - Abdewahab BIAD, Droit international humanitaire, ellipses, Paris, 2006, p. 36.  

3
-�Ibid 

4>��"��D��%���&�
��
�
�����������(����2@�����:?�
����O��7���



��

���������	
�����

�������������
������������������������
���� 

 ��

�����������������a@��
�������%J�������
�+4��5�N
�G�����B�������
�@�2�3���������!��(����
���N���

��@9������!����Z7��

�����������A��
��������
�N�����+���=��$%&�.�
��(����������:8��O��	@�81������)�!�

R���%���O�	D1��������������A��D�@
�#� ����3@�������
�����������@������
���.��(�����(������

�������������$(&����������$��
*�����������<�����������3(����%��������(
���������� 3�
�������

����������������G����B��C�����
�3�����# (���
�������# ��(�!��G��

����
������3���B�������3��

��3���.�9������
�������# ����@���������9�D@*
�(�������
������������
������R�\7��

�B� ����
56���;�
;������

;����D��1��:�
-�9
�2
�%���	�>�"Geneva convention 

I,II,III of 1949 )��

� ����#�!���������������.
�����:@�1��"�
?�.��+��������+��#�������5��6%�����;�
;�����2
�%A�

��'$����E$�!����
6�(���������A��(
������
����a�
�)�!�.(@���+�����������0��%����@�����5���
�

��A��
���[�����������)�!�.�
���������P�R�����������+���=��$%&�������(
���)
3
��@�G�����B���

��3����8@+������3(������������.�;����B����)�����
�
����%���O�	D1��#&P��

� ��>����������������H��?�:�+����������
���������������
���.��(�����(�������%���O�	D1��

��	D1����� 

���������������@�����.��;��9���#�(9���
8�����?�
������
�
���O�����5��$����

���($�����������������!�*������@����	
���.�
�	������5�
3���.����������������
����<� 3�
���

�� 
�(��������������
���.��(����
�������# �������������9��D��������3��R]7��

                                                 
1>���� ���
�
4���+���O���2@�����:?�
��������7���

��>���
!C���6�����
��
4�����������
�(�����������9��O���2@�����:?�
���������&�3@��
��7 

 
2>���� ���
�
4���+�������:?�
������2@��O���7��

 
3>��"��D��%���&�
��
�
�����������(��O���2@�����:?�
�������7��

>�#+��2��
����K
����O����
�7����

��>���������A��
���G?�
@��@�����5���
����@�3��:+��������	�������#�3��5�1��5������@����
������������:��
��������
��
�����	D�

���
�
������
�@�7��



��

���������	
�����

�������������
������������������������
���� 

 �	

� �����N���"�
?���+�����.�@�!��N�������
8��
�����������������2������������
�������.�;���

�����������������(���
@�����������������)(�������9�D@��� 

���H�?�����������������
���.��(��

�����������<�
?���H�������N�

�������G3����@�����5���
����+�9@����'��������
���.��(��Z�7����

������������
����������@���G��������1��
�
�(���:8�����

��*
E��O	D�:8�����0D�������������

�#�3���N��N���"�
?���+��������A��(
���������	
����
��
������+������)����\7��

� ���������#�3���N��N���"�
?���+����������%��@����?�����������������(����������@�!=�����.%	��

�������������
�N�������3���G���������%&�'����+�������
������
���H�
N���+�9@���7������������(��������

�+�9@���������������E�������������*3�8�����	
��
��
���(��)���*��A��(
������
���@�:�
���)(@�

�
�
�(��]�A��
���*��!�.�
��
��%&���	�#�3���N��N���"�
?���+������
�����7��

� �����������������@�������������
���)�!�2@9
����
�N����)��1����+���=���E��0�%�)������84�@

�A��
�����(@9�)+�J����)8�
����)��?�����+���=���
����^�7��

�����E���:+���������R������@�����������
��R���������+�@�"�3��#��<%���"�
�����������	���

��@�2�3�
���R�������������� 

���H��?����
���������������
���.��(�����(�������%���O�	D1�R`��

                                                 
1�>��� ���
�
�4���+������
��:?��O���2@������7 

2�>����A��
���O
�	�������#�3���N��N���"�
?���+������
������)�!��������P�R�����������# ������D
���O�	D1��)�!���+���=��$%&�2@9
�

��A��
�������������������������;� 
�A���@��9����)���# ���!���# 
!�X���4��#������)�����3����������# !�+����
��H��@���7��������������

�����D��H�
�
���CD@�0D�<����?����������������A��
�������
�@
���.�;����B����)�����3�����������9(����@���5
3@���
�+�O�	�����E����

���������������������	
��
��
��9���@�# 38�����.@����������+���=��$%&�� �������������
���@���3�
���O�	D1��H=I&7R��������

�������������0��D����2�3�������@�=�*
E��A��
���$%&��
���
�N���A�(������(���*
��:+�����������������
�<1���
�
���?��
���O	D��������%���
@�

�A��
��@��?��
���.����.�;�����3@�����"�
?���+������
��7��

�>�����
������
����R��G�������������
>����5��?���8�
�R�������
�1��G����������������?
���������������!����
�.����	
��

�����O�O�����>��	7����
3�>�������������
�
��������2@�����:?�
���O����7��
4�>��K
���P��
���(!�
��������
��
4�����������
�(���O�O���A�&�(��������(N���)�!1��a�?
��������F���7���

5
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de conflit armé », In  R.I.C.R, March 2004,Vol.86, N° 853, p.�39. 
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2003, p.8. 
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System in Historical Context, Rand, national security research division, 2004, p. 65 . 
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" Journalists detained during an armed conflict have the right to the same treatment as that 

accorded to the prisoners of war (POWS) by the third Geneva Convention of12 August 1949, 

in particular its article 4 paragraph 4 which states that war prisoners are" persons who 

followed the armed forces without directly taking part to them, such as (...) the war 

correspondents ".
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-�Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, La protection des journalistes en mission périlleuse dans 

les zones de conflit armé, Op.Cit., p. 174. 

2
-�Ibid., p. 175 . 
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- DA LAGE Olivier, « La couverture des conflits et les risques militaires. Le cas de la guerre 

d'Irak de 2003-2004 », La guerre en Irak, Les médias et les conflits armés, (ouvrage collectif 

sous la direction de Gérald Arboit et Michel Mathien), Bruylant 2006, pp.266-267. 

1
-� Dans le projet de FIREC , on entend par mission dangereuse " toute mission entreprise par 

un journaliste en vue de recueillir des informations et dans la quelle il existe ou peut survenir 

un risque de danger pour sa vie , son intégrité corporelle , ou sa liberté " . voir : Sylvie 
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BOITON-MALHERBE, " Le rôle des organisations non gouvernementales dans 

l'élaboration d'une norme de protection professionnelle " , Op.Cit., p. 188, (note 29) . 

1
- Ibid� 
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3
- Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977,Op.Cit., p. 921. �� 
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-�Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977, op.cit., p. 922. 

Voir aussi : Abdelkrim HIZAOUI, « La protection des journalistes en mission périlleuse », In 

L’Humanitaire,N°1, mai 2000, pp. 4-5. 



��

���������	
�����

�������������
������������������������
���� 

 ��

�������������G?�
@���3�
�������A��
�����[�����5�������@�����
�������84�����5�1��

����A��
���)������84�@	�[���5������@����
�����84���5�1��Z���������������;�8�(�������
���@�

���������������)��!�����;��3���5�
!1������D�@
����@���
�(��#���
���
��
4�����������
�(����&����

�������������% @�*��	���
�(��<%���.+����B�
�7����
�# ���=��G?�����������C���*
��)�!�:

����%&�

������# 
� 
��A���3
���# ����

���9����F����������������.�@��(
���H���?�������
�������?������

���������������.��?��@�#��(���������;�

��������6���������9�(�����.�K��
777����� �(
��S��

���������������� 3
�5
�3��������������������������F�������6�53�@�#��(�����9������

����������3
��

������<���3���5
3���������3���A�D�@
��
&��
�5N
��7��A��@!��R��A�D�@
�R����<%����9�D���#!��

�����������������N/���������0������@��(�N���9@���0�
&���������G?��*
��'�������
����:���5�	�

�������;��3���5�
!1��B�?
�)�!�0�������%&�7���������;��3���5��
!1�����A�D�@
�������D
�����

��@�#��(����
3����������������.���(���.���3
�����������G�8�)���*���J@����*�3�@9@�"� ���@���5
3

a�
�
���
�)�!�#�	�������
��\�7��

��������������H��?��������������@�H��������
���5��(������0��D��<%�����������E���%�&�

������!��D
�����&��@����!�
?��
�7����������5��
!1�*�����

�H�
N�������)�!�Q@(���#���%��

�����!��(����E�����;��!�����������A��
������� ��!�O��

���#���1�����5N
���$���
�#���������	�

�����5�1�����84��5������@����
�L����������;��3���5�
!1����������D���%���O�	D1�����
�M]�7

                                                 
1�>����A��
���O
�	�[�����)�!�5�1��5������@����
������P��R����������
�#�(����%&��&�������������
���@����
�
���O�	D1��:�
��

�.+����B�
�)�!����;��3���5�
!1������D�@
����@���
�(��#���������% @�*��	���
�(��<%�����7R��

>��"��D��%���&�
��
�
�����������(��O���2@�����:?�
�������7���
2
-�Alexandre BALGUY-GALLOIS, Op.Cit., p. 44.   
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-�Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977, op.cit., p. 618. 
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- Jean-Philippe PETIT, Op.Cit.,pp. 14-15�. 
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-�Abdelwahab BIAD, Droit international humanitaire, ellipses, Paris, 2006, pp. 71-72 . 
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-�Ibid., p. 72 . 
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R�  The States Parties to this Convention and all Parties to an armed conflict on the territory of 

a State adhering to this Convention must do their utmost to protect journalists and media 

installations against attacks, aggressions and threats " 
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-�Jean-Philippe PETIT,Op.Cit., p. 6. 
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- Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977,op.cit., p. 919.  

- Voir aussi : Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, La protection des journalistes en mission  

périlleuse dans les zones de conflit armé, Op.Cit., p. 162 . �����  
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-�Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, La protection des journalistes en mission périlleuse dans 

les zones de conflit armé, Op.Cit., p. 161 . �����  
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" 1.In order to strengthen the protection of journalists and facilitate their identification in 

zones of fighting, the States Parties decide to adopt a distinctive international emblem and 

commit themselves to respect it and ensure that it is respected in all circumstances.  

  2. This international distinctive emblem for the media is composed of five capital letters, 

PRESS, in black on a circular orange background (orange disk)… "                                  

2
- art. 7/4 ( working draft of International convention on the protection of journalists �4�  
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- http://www.pressemblem.ch/5037.html  
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- http://news.amnesty.org/index/ENGEUR4320042004 
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" 1. This Convention is open for signature by all Member States of the United Nations. 

Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations.� 

  2. The provisions set forth in this Convention shall be implemented for cases occurring after 

the Convention has entered into force. " 

  3. This Convention shall require the ratification of five UN member states to enter into 

force. The entry into force shall take place on the thirtieth day following the date of 

depositing the Convention with the United Nations Secretary-General. " 
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- �Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, La protection des journalistes en mission périlleuse dans 

les zones de conflit armé, Op.Cit., p. 122. 
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-�Ibid., pp. 122 et 172 . 
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-�Jean-Philippe PETIT,Op.Cit.,p. 6. 
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-�Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, La protection des journalistes en mission périlleuse dans 

les zones de conflit armé, Op.Cit., p. 180. 
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-�Commentary on the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977,op.cit., p. 924.� 
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-�See art. 7/5 ( working draft of International convention on the protection of journalists ) 
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1�- Joele Nguyen Duy-Tan, " Le droit des conflits armés non internationaux ", In Droit 

International, Bilan et perspectives, Tome 2, (ouvrage collectif sous la direction de Mohamed 

Bedjaoui ), Edition A.Pedone, Paris, 1991, pp. 860-861.  
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-�Jean-Philippe PETIT,op.cit.,pp. 20-21. 
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" This Convention shall apply at all times in war and peace, during international armed 

conflicts (opposing two or more States), non international conflicts (opposing many groups 
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inside the boundaries of a State) and in cases of serious internal violence, which includes 

local conflicts, civil unrest, targeted killings, kidnapping, authorized and unauthorized 

demonstrations." 
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-�Activités militaires et paramilitaires au Nicaragua et contre celui-ci, C.I.J., 27 Juin 1986, 

pp. 65-69. 
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-�Sylvie BOITON-MALHERBE, La protection des journalistes en mission périlleuse dans 

les  zones de conflit armé, Op.Cit., p. 194 . 
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- Robert KOLB, Op.Cit., pp. 121-122 . 
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2 �> Robert KOLB, Op.Cit., pp.122 . 
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-�Robert KOLB, Op.Cit., pp.122 .  
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-�Ibid., p. 127. 
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2 �> Robert KOLB, Op.Cit., pp.127. 
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- Louis-Philippe LAPREVOTE, " De quelques difficultés d'étudier la propagande en général 

et l'information de guerre en particulier ", In la guerre en Irak, Les médias et les conflits 

armés, (ouvrage collectif sous la direction de Gérald Arboit et Michel Mathien), Bruylant, 

2006, pp. 278 – 279 . 
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- Mario BETTATI,��Le droit d'ingérence,Op.Cit., pp. 310 – 311 . 
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" All incitements by all media to violence, genocide, crimes against humanity, and serious 

violations of humanitarian law are prohibited. " 



��

���������	
�����

�������������
������������������������
���� 

 �	

��1���$�����

��(
����
����J�������� �$*������,���
���$����

��

�����������������=���!�������
=��.��������?�
��� K�����@���A���@���G�����H� �
���3@

��������9����)�������6���������=��.���� 
?�Q3@�0�%��!�����������������5�(���=����
�:�

�������������������6����!�� ��(����.
�!�������0�� �����
��@���� 
�@��
�������<������������

���������A���
���#
1���%���5�����#K3
�"�9��
�� @�"���!=��#��Z�7������G�������!�������6

�������5���������
��@����!�# ��(�����
��@���������������H������������
����
�G�D
�)���B���

����
��@���G�������)�!�������
�)�!��%��������.����
!�.��@���0�� �����
��@�������
��
�

��
��
����8��+�3����� 9���\�7��

� ��������������������*�
��'�����G�������V���N�

����������
����%&�5�	�#�!4��5;����.@3�

����#�!�����(����������������<������R���.��@
�&��������R������������ ���0��D��������(��9��

Politika���
���������������������@%���H�@
���D�7�������.
�	���������0������N�

��(��9���$%&���

������
���"�9��
�7��������������������@����8���
�����J�@�����������+�B�	��� ?��
��7����(�

��������������<���3������
���'@����.���D���������
&���N�1��.���1����@��
�#�!4��5;����.
��

�������
���!�)���� ��
��&�.������(9

������������������������
��(��������
4��2�(��.��� �
���

�
��
4�]�7��

�����������������
�
�Q���61�� 
�	�����������@���Q��6�������
�
������!1��#��	������

��������!��D
������&��� 

�53?���������/���������!��7�������5�
�D�"��������?�����
����H�
NC�

                                                 
1�>���������(���@�A����
���#�
c���
�3�����3
?����(���
��3@�A���
���#
1��������8!�0�� �����
��@������� 
?�.�@��

�
[�����
�������7� 

2�>�������
������@!��3�
����5�	���������������:@��9���.�%���6�����
���.�!��
������A���
���#
1��5	����G�����������

�����
����
�
�(�������O�O�������F����7���
3
- �Mario BETTATI,��Le droit d'ingérence,Op.Cit., p. 308. 
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- Alexandre BALGUY-GALLOIS, Op.Cit., pp. 50 – 51.�
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1���N3@��&� The United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda 
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- Alison DES FORGES, " Call to Genocide: Radio in Rwanda, 1994 " In The media and The 

Rwanda Genocide, by Allan Thompson, International Development Research Center, Canada, 

2007 , pp. 43 - 44 . 
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" Vous les garçon de tel quartier, vous etes vraiment très courageux. J'ai vu le travail que vous 

avez  fait, vous avez servi d'exemple à toute la jeunesse. Il fallait tuer ces gens-là et vous les 

avez bien tués. Il ne fallait pas tuer la père d'une balle dans la tête, il fallait le couper en petits 

morceaux. "  

- Mario BETTATI,��Le droit d'ingérence,Op.Cit., p. 308 .   
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-�Mario BETTATI,��Le droit d'ingérence, Op.Cit., pp.315 – 316 . 
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- Marcel KABANDA , " Kangura : the Triumph of Propaganda Refined ",�In The media and 

The Rwanda Genocide, by Allan Thompson, International Development Research Center, 

Canada , 2007 , pp. 62 – 63 . 
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- http://www.pressemblem.ch/5037.html  
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- http://news.amnesty.org/index/ENGEUR4320042004 
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" 1. This Convention is open for signature by all Member States of the United Nations. 

Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations.� 
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  2. The provisions set forth in this Convention shall be implemented for cases occurring after 

the Convention has entered into force. 

  3. This Convention shall require the ratification of five UN member states to enter into 

force. The entry into force shall take place on the thirtieth day following the date of 

depositing the Convention with the United Nations Secretary-General. " 

1
-�See art. 7/2, ( working draft of International Convention On The Protection Of Journalists ) 

2
-�See art. 7/3 

3
-�See art. 7/5 

4
-�See art. 7/7� 
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1
-�See art. 10/1 

2
-�See art. 10/2 

3
-�See art. 10/4 

4
-�See art. 10/7 

5
-�See art. 10/8 
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-�See art. 10/9 
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�- " When it is established that a State, even non-Party to this Convention, is not able to 

investigate in an impartial manner, in a period of maximum one year, and then to hold 

criminally responsible the offenders, an independent international commission of enquiry will 

automatically be created by the International Media Committee (IMC) (see Article 10). The 

commission of enquiry, consisting of independent experts and the UN special reporter on the 

freedom of expression, shall carry out the function of establishing the facts and identifying the 

perpetrators. It will write a report to the IMC and will make recommendations." 

3
- See art. 10/10 ( working draft of International Convention On The Protection Of  

Journalists ) 
 

4
-�See art. 10/11 
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- Commentary on the Additional Protocols, Op.Cit., p. 34 . 

3
-�Ibid 
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1
-� Institut Henry-Dunant , Unesco , International Dimensions Of Humanitarian Law , Brill , 

1988 , p. 23 . 
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- �Edward K. Kwakwa , The International Law Of  Armed Conflict : Personal and Material 

Fields, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers , London , 1992 , p. 180 . 
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-�Commentary on the Additional Protocols, Op.Cit., p. 930 . 
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- David P. FORSYTHE,�The Humanitarians: The International Committee of The Red 

Cross, Cambridge University, 2005, p.15.  

- Georges WILLEMIN and Roger HEACOCK, International Organization and The 

Evolution of World Society : The International Committee of The Red Cross, Vol. 2 , 

Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1984, pp. 19 – 20 . 
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- Lionel YEE, " The international criminal court and The security council : Articles 13 (b) 

and 16 " In The International Criminal Court : The making of the Rome Statute, by Roy S. 

Lee, Kluwer  Law International, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1999, pp. 143-152.   

- Neha JAIN, " A Separate law for peacekeepers: The clash between the security council and 

the international criminal court ", In E.J.I.L., vol.16 , N° 2, 2005, pp. 239-254 .  
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-�Zhu Wenqi, " On  Co-operation by States Not Party To International Criminal Court ", In 

I.R.R.C., vol.88, N° 861, March 2006, p. 90 .  
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Summary : 

In the field of International Law, we have to distinguish between 

the protection of journalist in International Human Rights Law and 

International Humanitarian Law, so that, the mechanisms of the 

protection in international Human Rights Law are stipulated in many 

instruments as the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights, the International convention on the suppression and 

Punishment of the Crime Of Apartheid, whereas the International 

Humanitarian Law has special mechanisms, and it protects  journalists 

according to Geneva Conventions of 1949 and its protocols of 1977. 

The International Humanitarian Law distinguishes between two 

kinds of journalists, the first one is the war Correspondents who are 

Accredited to the armed forces stipulated in Geneva conventions of 

1949, the second is the journalists engaged in dangerous missions in 

areas of armed conflict stipulated in the article 79 from  the additional 

protocol (I) of 1977 concerning the international armed conflicts. 

The status of war correspondent when he captured is the status of 

prisoners of war, it was stipulated in the Third Geneva Convention of 

1949, whereas the status of the journalists engaged in dangerous 

missions in areas of armed conflict is the status of civilians according 

to article 79. 

The additional protocol I of 1977 relating to the protection of 

victims of international armed conflicts stipulated also the protection 

of civilian objects, and it did not stipulate special protection of news  
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media, so the latter concludes the general protection of civilian objects 

according to article 52 of the additional protocol I . 

The International Humanitarian Law focus on the distinction 

between civilian objects and military objectives. 

In the field of non-international armed conflict, the journalists 

concludes the general protection of civilian according to article 13 of 

the additional protocol II relating to the protection of victims of non-

international armed conflicts. The additional protocol II did not 

stipulate the general protection of civilian objects, nevertheless, the 

news media ( Radio, Television … ) as civilian objects concludes the 

general protection of civilian objects according to the customary 

international humanitarian law and other subsequent conventions. 

But, this protection has not any usefulness, if there is not any 

guarantees. So we touched firstly on the national guarantees as : the 

accession to the conventions, the coordination between international 

humanitarian law and national law, and the diffusion of international 

humanitarian law. Secondly, we touched on the international 

guarantees as : the international committee of the red cross, the 

international media organization, the United Nation security council, 

and the international criminal court .    
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Les hautes Parties contractantes, 

 Considérant que la Déclaration universelle des droits de l'homme a 

proclamé, dans son article 19, le droit de tout individu à la liberté d'opinion et 

d'expression, ce qui implique le droit de recherche, de recevoir et de répandre, 

sans considération de frontière, les informations par quelque moyen d'expression 

que ce soit, 

 Considérant qu'il importe de promouvoir le droit à une information 

complète, objective et loyale,  

Considérant que la presse joue à cet égard un rôle capital, 

Considérant que la recherche des information implique que des 

journalistes peuvent se trouver dans des situations périlleuses, quand leur 

mission les conduit à exercer leur activité dans des régions ou existent des 

conflits armés, 

Considérant qu'il y a lieu d'accorder une protection adéquate en période 

de conflit armé à ceux dont le rôle reconnu est de recueillir des informations 

destinées à être diffusées par un organe d'information, 

 Considérant que, sans préjudice de l'application des conventions de 

Genève du 12 août 1949, il convient de garantir à toutes catégories de 

journalistes, compte tenu des nécessité actuelles de leur profession, une 

protection efficace lorsqu'ils accomplissent des missions périlleuses, 

Sont convenues des dispositions suivantes : 
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Article premier 

La présente Convention est applicable aux journalistes qui effectuent des 

missions périlleuses et qui sont munis de la carte de sauvegarde prévue à l'article 

3 ci-dessous. 

Elle ne s'applique pas aux correspondants de guerre visés par les 

dispositions des conventions de Genève du 12 août 1949.    

 

Article 2 

Pour l'application de la présente Convention, on entend par " journaliste " 

tout correspondant, reporter, photographe, caméraman ou technicien de presse 

qui détient cette qualité en vertu de la loi ou des pratiques de son pays, quand il 

s'agit d'un Etat Membre de l'organisation des Nations unies ou membre d'une 

institution spécialisée ou de l'Agence internationale de l'énergie atomique, ou de 

tout autre Etat Partie au Statut de la Cour internationale de Justice ou partie à la 

présente Convention.  

Par " mission périlleuse " on entend toute mission effectuée dans des 

régions ou existe un conflit armé, qu'il soit ou non de caractère international, en 

vue de recueillir des informations devant être diffusées par un moyen 

d'information destiné au public. 

Article 3 

Le journaliste qui doit accomplir une mission périlleuse peut détenir une 

carte de sauvegarde. 

Celle-ci lui est délivrée par le Comité international professionnel pour le 

sauvegarde des journalistes en mission périlleuse dont la composition et les 

taches sont définies dans un protocole annexe à la présente Convention.     

Article 4 

La validité de la carte de sauvegarde est limitée à une région 

géographique déterminée et à la durée prévue de la mission. 



��

���������	
�����

�������������
������������������������
���� 

 �
	

Elle atteste la qualité du journaliste et les références qui, au sens de 

l'article 2 ci-dessus, la lui confèrent; elle comporte notamment sa photographie, 

son nom, ses date et lieu de naissance, sa résidence habituelle et sa nationalité. 

Article 5 

Toute partie à un conflit armé reconnaît la validité des cartes de 

sauvegarde délivrées par le Comité international. 

Celui-ci assurera une large diffusion du modèle de la carte, ainsi que du 

signe distinctif prévu à l'article suivant. 

Article 6 

Dans l'accomplissement d'une mission périlleuse, le journaliste titulaire 

d'une carte de sauvegarde doit pouvoir a présenter en toute circonstance et 

notamment à la requête de toute autorité compétente. 

Le journaliste titulaire de la carte de sauvegarde peut également, à sa 

discrétion, porter un signe distinctif aisément reconnaissable, dont la description 

précise est établie par le Comité international. 

Article 7 

Les Etats parties à la présente Convention et toutes les parties au conflit 

doivent: 

1- Reconnaître la qualité de journaliste au sens des dispositions des 

articles 2, 3 et 4 ci-dessus aux personnes titulaires d'une carte de sauvegarde; 

2- Les mettre en mesure de se faire connaître; 

3- Leur accorder la même protection personnelle qu' à leurs propres 

journalistes;  

4- Reconnaître, en cas d'internement, que les règles relatives au traitement 

des internés figurant dans la Convention de Genève sur la protection des 

personnes civiles en temps de guerre, du 12 août 1949, sont applicables; 

5- Rendre publique cette décision d'internement; 
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6- Rendre également publique toute information concernant les 

journalistes blessés ou décédés. 

Cette publicité pourra être faite par tous moyens appropriés, de la manière 

la plus rapide et la plus efficace et, de préférence, par l'intermédiaire du Comité 

international de la Croix-Rouge ou de tout organisme des Nations Unies afin que 

le Comité international professionnel pour la sauvegarde des journalistes en 

mission dangereuse puisse être informé sans délai. 

Article 8 

L'application de la présente Convention n'aura pas d'effet juridique sur la 

situation des parties au conflit. 

Article 9 

La présente Convention ne porte pas atteinte aux règles nationales 

concernant le franchissement des frontières, la circulation et le séjour des 

étrangers. 

Article 10 

Aucune des dispositions de la présente Convention ne peut être interprétée 

comme portant atteinte aux dispositions des Conventions de Genève du 12 août 

1949.  
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Charter for the Safety of Journalists Working in War Zones or Dangerous 

Areas 

The safety of journalists working on dangerous assignments is not always 

guaranteed, even if international law provides adequate protection on paper, 

because warring parties these days are showing less respect for that law. News-

gatherers cannot get assurances from belligerent that will be fully protected. 

 Because of the risks they run to keep the public informed, media workers, 

journalists and their assistants ( whether permanent staff or freelance ) working 

in war zones or dangerous areas are entitled to basic protection, compensation 

and guarantees from their employers, though protection must never be taken to 

mean supervision by local military and governmental authorities. Media 

management also have their own responsibility to make every efforts to prevent 

and reduce the risks involved. 

The following eight principles shall apply : 

Principle 1 – Commitment 

The media, public authorities and journalists themselves shall 

systematically seek ways to assess and reduce the risks in war zones or 

dangerous areas by consulting each other and exchanging all useful information. 

Risks to be taken by staff or freelance journalists, their assistants, local 

employees and support personnel require adequate preparation, information, 

insurance and equipment. 

Principle 2 – Free will 

Covering wars involves an acceptance by media workers of the risks 

attached and also a personal commitment which means they go on a strictly 

voluntary basis. Because of the risks, they should have the right to refuse such 
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assignments without explanation and without there being any finding of 

unprofessional conduct. In the field, the assignment can be terminated at the 

request of the reporter or the editors after each side has consulted the other and 

taken into account their mutual responsibilities. Editors should beware of 

exerting any kind of pressure on special correspondents to take additional risks. 

Principle 3 – Experience 

War reporting requires special skills and experience, so editors should 

choose staff or freelances who are mature and used to crisis situations. 

Journalists covering a war for the first time should not be sent there alone, but be 

accompanied by a more experienced reporter. Teamwork in the field should be 

encouraged. Editors should systematically debrief staff when they return so as to 

learn from their experiences. 

Principle 4 – Preparation 

 Regular training in how to cope in war zones or dangerous areas will help 

reduce the risk to journalists. Editors should inform staff and freelances of any 

special training offered by nationally or internationally qualified bodies and give 

them access to it. All journalists called upon to work in a hostile environment 

should have first-aid training. Every accredited journalism school should 

familiarize its students with these issues. 

Principle 5 – Equipment 

 Editors should provide special correspondents working in dangerous areas 

with reliable safety equipment ( bullet-proof jackets, helmets and, if possible, 

armored vehicles ), communication equipment ( locator beacons ) and survival 

and first-aid kits. 

Principle 6 – Insurance 

Journalists and their assistants working in war zones or dangerous areas 

should have insurance to cover illness, repatriation, disability and loss of life. 

Media management should take all necessary steps to provide this before 
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sending or employing personal on dangerous assignments. They should strictly 

comply with al applicable professional conventions and agreements. 

Principle 7 – Psychological counseling 

 Media management should ensure that journalists and their assistants who 

so desire have access to psychological counseling after returning from 

dangerous areas or reporting on shocking events. 

Principle 8 – Legal protection 

 Journalists on dangerous assignments are considered civilians under 

Article 79 of Additional Protocol I of the Geneva Conventions, provided they do 

not do anything or behave any way that might compromise this status, such as 

directly helping a war bearing arms or spying. Any deliberate attack on a 

journalist that causes death or serious physical injury is a major breach of this 

Protocol and deemed a war crime. 

 

  Reporters Without Borders – Reporters sans frontiers .  

          March 2002.�
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Draft proposal for an International Convention to strengthen the protection 

of journalists in armed conflicts and other situations including civil unrest 

and targeted killings 

PREAMBLE 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

   Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to 

promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental 

freedoms,  

   Reaffirming article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted 

on 10 December 1948 which states that everyone has the right to freedom of 

opinion and expression; the right includes freedom to hold opinions without 

interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any 

media regardless of frontiers, 

   Reaffirming article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights adopted on December 1966 which states that "Everyone shall have the 

right to hold opinions without interference" and that "Everyone shall have the 

right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive 

and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, 

either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or though any other media 

of his choice",  

   Reaffirming Resolution 1738 adopted by the United Nations Security Council 

on 23 December 2006 which condemns intentional attacks against journalists, 
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media professionals and associated personnel, as such, in situations of armed 

conflict, and calls upon all parties to put an end to such practices, 

   Recalling the debates of the United Nations General Assembly begun at its 

25th session in 1970, the draft international convention on the protection of 

journalists in dangerous professional missions submitted to its 28th session and 

Resolution 3058, adopted on 2 June 1973, expressing the opinion that it would 

be preferable to adopt a convention on the protection of journalists on dangerous 

professional missions,  

   Also recalling that according to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 

and Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977 intentional attacks on civilians are 

prohibited, 

   Also recalling Article 79 of the Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 12 

August 1949 and relating to the Protection of Victims of International Arms 

Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977, which states as follows: "Journalists 

engaged in dangerous professional missions in areas of armed conflict shall be 

considered as civilians within the meaning of Article50, paragraph1 "they shall 

be protected as such under the Conventions and this Protocol, provided that they 

take no action adversely affecting their status as civilians", 

   Noting that experience has shown that, generally speaking, since the adoption 

of Protocol I, the provisions of Article 79 are rarely respected and that the 

protection they are supposed provide to is for the most part ineffective, 

  The States Parties recognize that the growing attacks against journalists, 

targeted killings, kidnapping have changed the dangerous mission of the media 

profession which makes Article 79 inadequate to deal with the current 
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circumstances that have amplified the problem into a global problem with 

journalists killed in different regions of the world,  

   Deeply concerned at the frequency of acts of violence in many parts of the 

world against journalists, media professionals and associated personnel in armed 

conflict, despite their status of civilians,  

   Considering attacks against journalists are taking place not only in 

international armed conflicts, but also during civil unrest and others situations of 

violence, tensions, riots, protests  

   Determined to prevent attacks against journalists, to combat impunity and to 

ensure the right of victims to justice and to compensation, 

   Recognizing journalists and media professionals have an essential role to play 

in order to testify and to make public the violations of human rights and 

humanitarian law, to denounce those who committed them and ensure the 

respect by all parties of the rights of civilians,  

    Stressing the necessity to better distinguish journalists from fighters, and also 

from other civilians,  

   Aware of the seriousness of the risks in zones of armed conflict that journalists 

and media professionals have to assume in order to collect information, 

photographs, films, audio recordings and any other documentation and to diffuse 

them, and recognizing they need an enhanced protection in comparison to other 

civilians, 

   Bearing in mind the changing nature of modern warfare in the 21st century 

that does not distinguish between what is civilian and what is a military target, 

who is a civilian and who is a suicide bomber, 
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   Noting that technological advances in military technology and information 

media technology have facilitated the outreach of the media to military fields of 

operation without shields,  

    Stressing that this kind of warfare, including the engagement of non-state 

actors, makes it very difficult for the media to cover events from a distance, but 

has facilitated the suicide bomber-attacker,  

    Noting that this development compounds the dangers facing the media 

profession in armed conflict and elsewhere, where people are determined to 

attack whether on an individual level, to liquidate physically members of the 

media, or in targeting the masses by multiple explosions,  

    Taking into account that clear examples of such attacks actions are taking 

place where the notion of law and order has been lost, or in other circumstances 

where the subject is liquidated in order to thwart freedom of expression and 

opinion, or in isolated incidents when suicide attackers represent a regular army, 

   Stressing that the general protection accorded to the civilian population by 

humanitarian law would be reinforced by a more frequent presence of journalists 

on the ground alongside the victims, 

   Reaffirming that the freedom of the press and the free exercise of journalism 

are essential to ensure the right of public the to information in all circumstances,  

  Considering that there is no specific legal instrument on the protection of the 

media in zones of armed conflict and civil unrest, 

   Recognizing that the risks have increased, notably because of the reason of the 

proliferation of actors on the ground, including numerous non-state armed 

groups, of which some overtly engage in acts of terrorism,  
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     Agreeing that the term of "journalist" in this Convention covers all civilians 

who work as reporters, correspondents, photographers, cameramen, graphic 

artists, and their assistants in the fields of the print media, radio, film, television 

and the electronic media (Internet), who carry out their activities on a regular 

basis, full time or part time, whatever their nationality, gender and religion.  

Have agreed on the following articles: 

Article 1- Applicability 

   This Convention shall apply at all times in war and peace, during international 

armed conflicts (opposing two or more States), non international conflicts 

(opposing many groups inside the boundaries of a State) and in cases of serious 

internal violence, which includes local conflicts, civil unrest, targeted killings, 

kidnapping, authorized and unauthorized demonstrations.  

Article 2- General Provisions 

   1. Any deliberate attack or aggression, threats, kidnapping or detention 

directed against a journalist while carrying out his or her functions is prohibited, 

whenever and wherever it may take place, provided that the journalist takes no 

action adversely affecting his or her status as a civilian and does not directly 

contribute to military operations. These provisions and those following apply to 

all authorities representing a State as well as all representatives and so-called 

non-state actors of the civil society, such as criminal networks. 

     2. Any attack against media installations and equipment is prohibited, unless 

their use for military purposes by armed groups is clearly demonstrated.  

     3. Any attack against the life and physical and moral integrity, notably 

killing, cruel and inhuman treatments, torture, hostage taking involving 
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journalists are prohibited at all times and in all places and constitute a war crime 

as defined in applicable international law and shall lead to the consequences 

provided for under such applicable international law.  

   4. Internet services must be guaranteed full operation anytime by the 

concerned authorities. 

   5. All incitements by all media to violence, genocide, crimes against humanity, 

and serious violations of humanitarian law are prohibited. 

6. A journalist wishing to benefit from the protection accorded to civilians must 

never be armed nor contribute in any way to the hostilities. Journalists are 

allowed to be escorted by military personnel or armed guards, for self-protection 

and the protection of the media installation. 

Article 3 – Assistance 

   1. The States Parties to this Convention and all Parties to an armed conflict on 

the territory of a State adhering to this Convention must do their utmost to 

protect journalists and media installations against attacks, aggressions and 

threats.  

  2. This provision applies to all journalists without exception, whether they be 

embedded in (attached to) military units or covering conflicts independently or 

representing media organizations on the opposite side of the front and all media 

covering the conflict without exception. 

      3. Any State, whether party or not to an armed conflict, has the obligation to 

assist journalists in the line of duty giving them free access to information and 

all relevant documents and to facilitate their movements. 
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Article 4 - Media POWS 

 Journalists detained during an armed conflict have the right to the same 

treatment as that accorded to the prisoners of war(POWS) by the third Geneva 

Convention of12 August 1949, in particular its article 4 paragraph 4 which states 

that war prisoners are" persons who followed the armed forces without directly 

taking part to them, such as(...)the war correspondents".  

Article 5 - Enquiry and Repression 

   1. Each State Party to this Convention shall immediately take appropriate steps 

to undertake without delay a thorough and impartial investigation on the attacks 

defined in article 2 and to bring to justice the criminals responsible, in 

accordance with international and national law. The parties to a conflict shall 

cooperate in establishing the facts and communicate their findings fully and 

speedily to those concerned.  

    2. Each State Party shall take the necessary measures to hold criminally 

responsible any person who commits, orders, solicits or induces an attack, 

attempts to commit, is an accomplice to or participates in an attack against a 

journalist. Each State Party shall take the necessary measures to hold criminally 

responsible the offenders. 

   3. When it is established that a State, even non-Party to this Convention, is not 

able to investigate in an impartial manner, in a period of maximum one year, and 

then to hold criminally responsible the offenders, an independent international 

commission of enquiry will automatically be created by the International Media 

Committee (IMC) (see Article 10). The commission of enquiry, consisting of 

independent experts and the UN special reporters on the freedom of expression, 

shall carry out the function of establishing the facts and identifying the 
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perpetrators. It will write a report to the IMC and will make recommendations. 

        

   4. Each State Party commits itself to facilitate the work of this international 

commission of enquiry. It shall take the necessary measures to prevent, prohibit 

and sanction acts that hinder the conduct of an investigation. 

Article 6 - Advance–Warning 

   1. In case of a military attack in a zone where there are journalists and media 

installations, possibly affecting them, a specific warning shall be given in due 

time and by efficient means to the media representatives without exception. 

Journalists must take all precautionary measures to escape from the zone of 

hostilities. They shall maintain confidentiality to ensure that the warning does 

not negatively affect the military operations of a party to the conflict.        

  2. Media corridors, like those applied to humanitarian workers, shall be 

established by the parties to a conflict, in such a manner that journalists and 

media installations are protected. To further facilitate the movements of 

journalists, the parties to a conflict shall agree to a moratorium on military 

activities, and hostilities shall be suspended during an agreed period of time, in 

order to facilitate access for media workers.  

Article 7 – Identification 

  1. In order to strengthen the protection of journalists and facilitate their 

identification in zones of fighting, the States Parties decide to adopt a distinctive 

international emblem and commit themselves to respect it and ensure that it is 

respected in all circumstances.  

   2. This international distinctive emblem for the media is composed of five 

capital letters, PRESS, in black on a circular orange background (orange disk).  
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   3.  A journalist wearing the distinctive emblem should be  able to prove his or 

her identity by showing his or her press card or equivalent identity document, 

when it is requested by an officer on duty. The right to wear this emblem for the 

press is exclusively reserved to journalists.  

   4. The distinctive emblem shall be worn in a clearly visible manner, either on 

an arm band on the upper left or right arm, or on a cloth covering the chest or 

back. Vehicles, professional equipment and media installations may also be 

marked with the distinctive emblem. 

   5. The distinctive emblem shall be delivered by the same associations or 

federations of journalists which issue the press card and/or identity document, at 

the request of the journalist and/or his or her employer.   

 6.  In the absence of a press association in the country or where such identity 

cards are not issued, the press card provided by the International Federation of 

Journalists (IFJ) or regional press associations media identification cards would 

be sufficient to use the emblem. 

   7. The wearing of the distinctive emblem is optional in all circumstances. Its 

use is left to the free choice of the journalist and/or his or her employers. No 

authority may impose the wearing of the distinctive emblem. When a journalist 

decides not to wear this emblem, he continues to benefit from all the other 

provisions of this Convention. 

Article 8 -  Training 

    1. Each State Party commit itself to ensure the respect of this Convention by 

training its military and civil personnel and all persons who may be involved, in 

particular for the respect of the distinctive emblem, safety zones, humanitarian 

media corridors, warnings, independent enquiry, judiciary proceedings.  
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     2. The journalist's associations and employers of media commit themselves to 

train the journalists with safety measures in order to minimize the risks. These 

training programs are left to the free choice of the journalists, their employers 

and their associations. Safety and reliable equipment must be available. 

Journalists must be free to decide if they want to undertake dangerous missions 

in zones of conflict or civil unrest. 

Article 9 -   Compensation 

1. Each State Party shall ensure that the victim, or in case of death its family or 

legal representative, have the right to obtain reparation and prompt, fair and 

adequate compensation . 

   2. The State Parties with the journalist's associations and their employers shall 

establish a compensation Fund with substantial financial resources.  

   3. The State Parties shall establish an insurance scheme that would cover all 

journalists, most importantly to ensure the financial protection of free lancers.  

Article 10 - Implementation 

   1. To ensure the implementation and the follow-up of this Convention, the 

State Parties decide to establish an International Media Committee (IMC), 

whose secretariat is based in Geneva, Switzerland. It can build on the existing 

structures of non-governmental media protection organizations based in Geneva 

and draw from them the secretariat support of the Convention. 

   2. This Committee shall consist of ten independent experts who shall serve in 

their personal capacity and be impartial. Five members of the Committee shall 

be elected by secret ballot by the States Parties according to equitable 

geographical distribution from a list of candidates of non-journalists. The five 

other members shall be active or retired journalists with recognized competence, 
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and elected by secret ballot from a list of candidates by media associations. The 

persons elected shall be those who obtain the largest number of votes.  

  3. The president of the Committee shall be a journalist. In case of disagreement 

between the members of the Committee, voting in the Committee shall require 

simple majority plus one. 

   4. The first election will take place at least six months after the entry into force 

of this Convention. The members of the Committee are elected for two years 

and shall be eligible for re-election once after a two-year term has been served 

by a new committee.  

   5. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure. The Committee 

shall hold at least four sessions of one week each year. The State Parties, the 

journalist's associations and media employers ensure for one third each the 

financial means and the human resources needed by the Committee to carry out 

its mandate.  

     6. Each State Party commit itself to cooperate with the Committee and to 

assist its members in complying with their mandate, especially communicating 

to them the necessary information.  

   7.In the framework of the purview established by this convention,  

the Committee shall cooperate with all relevant organs, UN human rights 

bodies, specialized agencies, special procedures of the United Nations, 

international, regional and national organizations, non governmental 

organizations, journalist's associations, press institutes, media employers, and 

commissions of ethics. 

   8. The Committee shall cooperate with existing structures of media 

associations, regional press associations to collect all relevant information on the 
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protection of journalists world- wide, in the framework of Article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. All States must make available to it the 

relevant information it has requested. The Committee shall issue an annual 

public report and submits it to all United Nations Members States. In this report, 

the Committee can make recommendations to the States and to the journalist's 

associations and media employers' representatives. The Committee shall, when 

appropriate, invite concerned parties and/or State representatives to testify and 

can call upon them, if needed, to undertake corrective measures. 

   9.A request may be submitted to the Committee as a matter of 

urgency by a victim, his/her relatives or his/her legal representatives. The 

Committee will accept the request if the majority of its members consider that it 

is not manifestly unfounded and is not incompatible with the provisions of this 

Convention. It can accept the request even if the same matter is already 

examined under another procedure or has been duly presented to other 

competent international or national bodies. The Committee shall examine the 

request and, if needed, ask the concerned State, Party to this Convention or not, 

to transmit, in a fixed period of time, information on the case.  

   10. The Committee may call upon a State to undertake all necessary measures 

to enhance the protection of a journalist or a media, or/and to give compensation 

when a reparation is needed. When the concerned State does not answer to the 

request of the Committee, it may decide to establish the commission of enquiry 

stated in the Article 5 of this Convention. The commission of enquiry may 

ensure a visit on the ground, in cooperation with the concerned State. 

   11. When there is no agreement and when no dialogue is possible with a UN 

member State, the Committee may submit the dispute as a matter of urgency to 

the Human Rights Council. The Committee is invited to speak in a public 

session. The members of the Human Rights Council may decide to hold a 
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special session in conformity with the rules of procedure of this organ in case of 

a grave violation.  

   12. The Committee shall also settle all disputes on the interpretation of the 

provisions of this Convention. 

Article 11.Conference of the States Parties 

     A Conference of the States Parties will take place one year following the 

entry into force of this Convention, then every two years. Any State Party to this 

Convention may propose an amendment. Any amendment may be adopted by a 

majority of two thirds of the State Parties.  

Article 12. Entry Into Force 

   1. This Convention is open for signature by all Member States of the United 

Nations. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary- 

General of the United Nations.  

   2. The provisions set forth in this Convention shall be implemented for cases 

occurring after the Convention has entered into force.  

   3. This Convention shall require the ratification of five UN member states to 

enter into force. The entry into force shall take place on the thirtieth day 

following the date of depositing the Convention with the United Nations 

Secretary-General. 

 

Geneva, PEC, December 2007 .�
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journalistes en mission périlleuse dans les zones de conflit armé ", 

disponible sur:  

http://edi.univ-paris1.fr/travaux/00Petit_R.pdf 
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