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)sample a as election( ISLAM IN WILL PLITICAL OF EXPRESSION THE 
 

   This study aims to demonstrate legitimacy of election in a Moslem 

society through religious restrains in this subject. This after 

putting stress that expression of political will is one of the 

necessities in religious intentions orders. The first chapter is 

identified by elections in the man established disciplines Then the 
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history of elections in all civilisations which showed the weakness 

practice for the Pharaons and the ancient Iraq, the same thing with 

Chinese and Indians. Whereas, the experiences of the Greek, Roman 
and Phoenician cities were the pioneers in this field.             

   Even the Greek and the Roman experiences suffered from some 

serious weaknesses. The majority of people are deprived from 

participating in the elections because of not paying their taxes; 

women are prevented from voting in Athena. The elections went down 

throughout the world. By the coming of the 6th century, elections 

had no concern. Thus the elections didn’t develop outside the 

Islamic world until the 11th century .Before the American and the 

French Revolutions, the British and the Italian experiences were the 

best election models given. Nevertheless, those efforts didn’t 

prevent bloodshed between people who were for and those who were 

against elections. The British in fact were the first to adopt and 

enact election rules, the supremacy theories could during the 18th 

century find supporters to its electoral ideas in the American and 

French Revolutions and established eternally the right of 

individuals in electing their representatives, then this idea 

widespread in the entire Europe and the world within the principles 

of these two revolutions. 
    Concerning the Islamic World, the process of elections(the 

political choice)started in a calm atmosphere because it is linked 

to faith and trustworthness.No violence because the companions of 

the prophet were true believers, when preached and asked to follow 

the truth they implement to it (as in the Sakifa event and 

others).Then, they choose with faithfulness their president, and the 

wisdom era( Rachidat) is a golden period of free and neat elections 

without trespasses.This has affected without any doubt on the 

electoral rules through the ages. And the Wisdom Era remains a 

source of electoral and political ideas. 
   Unfortunately, elections didn’t develop – theoretically and 

practically -in the Islamic countries, because the Amawi, Abassi,and 

Othoman periods have aaffected it negatively, except for few samples 

as the Omani one and the efforts of Sultan Abdelhamid II in the 

Mabouthan Council.But the modern Islamic countries apply the 

electoral methods but in its arbitrary versions, and this is what 

made me devote the second chapter in the fact of showing the 

legitimacy of elections through the sources of the Islamic doctrine 

such as the Holly Quran, the Sunna,the Shura’consultation)and the 

obligation of obeying our leaders:(( O ye who believe! Obey ALLAH, 

and obey the messenger and those who are in authority  )) .In that, 

their reign on the Muslims happens with their acceptance and 

approval. Among the Quranic evidences the peoples right in the 

general or public reign given by the Almighty Allahh:(( ALLAH has 

promised such of you as believe and do good works that he will 

surely make them to succeed (the present rulers) in the earth… )) 

.Besides, the Quranic verses that approved the human dignity or 

urged Muslims to help each others, order to do good  deeds and avoid 

bad deeds. As concern the Sunna the strongest message (Hadith) as 

evidence is the one of the follows (Noquaba) the night of second 

Aquaba and the message of reign (Ta'amir), inauguration and ordering 

to do good deeds and avoiding bad ones, advice and faithfulness are 

clear instructions to elections free from misbehaviours is the 
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approved and accepted way in Islam. Dr. Youssef El Karadawi gives as 

a proof the message(( the best of your leaders are those you love 

and they love you)) In addition to  reprehensibility of leading 

people in prayers as the society has the right to elect who rules 

her. Besides the message commanding to follow the path of the wise 
rulers is another proof of the legitimacy of good elections, because 

the ruler pointed him not because of force or heritage. Besides , 

the practical Sunna of the prophet has confirmed the verbal Sunna 

through the lack of not pointing who replaces him -Peace Be Upon 

Him- also he refused to promise anyone of reign after him, he let it 

to people and their faithfulness to the person they want. In the 

approved Sunna, the prophet approved facts where they selected whom 

he rules them.  
  And the companions of the prophet’s agreement is a great evidence 
of the truth of good elections and no one contested the way Abu Bakr 

was elected especially when they hear ((...and whose affairs are a 

matter of council…)) and their clear declaration, both practical and                                            

Verbal –which is a proof o the tow Chiekhs has proved the legitimacy 

of elections. 
      The individual companions ways insured the acceptable election 

way like: Omar and his son, Abi Moussa El Achaari and Abderrahman 

Ibn ABI Bakr (who disapproved Mouawiya will to point his son Yazid).  
   Election is put to prohibit the pretexts not to reach despotism 
and tyranny forbidden in Islam.         

      Election is permitted by the common advantage no doubt if we 

compare it to the conditions of advantages of the science of 

principles. Returning to the rule of the objectives of Allah 

constitution (Chariaa), we find that election is a mean of pointing 

authority needed in religion with good selection; Muslims will allow 

a person who protects theirselves, religion, and money, descendence 

to precedence or vice presidence. In case he misbehave the Muslims 

will change him or put him aside immediately, but by force or 

inheriting power makes the leader unlikely to be asked for his 

deeds.     
   The rule that says “What a duty can not be perfect only if it is 
done is in itself a duty” is a proof of the obligation of election 

nowadays and not only its permission because establishing reign that 

directs the Muslim affairs is an obligatory duty no doubt and 

preventing the reign from tyranny or injustice through pacific 

pointing are an obligation and there is no way to establish this 

reign except with elections. And election are possible so they 

become obligation .Concerning the jurisprudence rules they don’t 

hesitate to allow elections, they are permitted because as it says 

“generally things are allowed» and it is permitted because it 

prevent the harm of tyranny and the rule says “No harm to any body» 

and if there occur a harm out of the elections we support it as 

leads to prevent a greater harm resulting from reaching power of 

keeping it. 
   Intellectual opinion supports legitimacy of elections as it 

fights compulsion which is refused in Islam in all ages even for 

converting to Islam, and elections go in this way .Thus, we notice 

that a lot of nowadays jurisprudents allow elections after freeing 

them from their negative aspects among these jurisprudents , the 

Islamic group of jurisprudent in India, the European council of 
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researches and casuistry,Mr. Djamal Eddine El Afghani , the scholars 

Chieikh Rachid Rida , Tahar Ben Achour , Ibn Badis , El Ghazali , 

Ibn Baz ,El Albani and the professors El banna , El Maoudoudi , 

Malek Ben Nabi and the doctors Mustapha Sibai, Fethi Duraini, 

Youssef El Karadawi,Said El Boti,Hassan Tourabi,Rached EL Ghanouchi 

Mohamed Oumara ,Souleimane El Achker, Abed EL Djabiri and others.  
   Concerning the deniers of elections they represent a small number 
with less degree and scientific acquirements their evidence concern 

what goes with elections and not on the free choice of the power. 

And the opinions of the different creeds and jurisprudence groups 

and the actual Islamic movement almost do agree on the nation’s 

right in choosing the persons who becomes their head or president in 

spite of the difference of terms used in the past and now. 
   In the second part of the second chapter I showed and emphasized 
an extra relation between the theory of election and the Islamic 

sciences with the principles of jurisprudence through a bound that 

may become firm between election and general agreement and with 

jurisprudence science through 

      We find also clear bounds between elections and ordering to do 

good deeds and avoiding to do bad deeds, advice, witnessing and 

trustfulness .Concerning council which is among the great religious 

moral-is the greatest evidence on the necessity of elections.So if 

council was practised in the past through the special and general 

bayaa elections, elections organise it in the contemporary time. 
   I explained in the third chapter with concision general electoral 
forms as it is in the modern laws, in hope to take from it for the 

welfare of the Muslims society after exposing it to the supervision 

of Islam.The conclusion was that the satisfactory elections should 

be general, widespread, secret, proportional and direct except in 

the election of the Caliph when it is preferred to resort to the 

indirect election. And starting from this I spoke about influential 

people and their conditions amongst the obligatory membership of 

those who specialised in matter needed by people in this respected 

council .I postponed the details of their conditions to the part of 

the candidate’s conditions. 
   The candidate in Islam is any Muslim fully responsible adult, 

free from falsification or making propaganda to elicits things, and 

after elections, the overwhelming majority (50%+1) as a final 

decision between the candidate when they are almost similar 

opportunities of scholarship, justice and capacity, failing to do 

that the loser helps the one coming after him to reach this 

majority. 
  No place in Islam to silence except for few cases and the 

participation in election is an individual obligatory duty. When 

asked to choose a Caliph or when people are afraid that the more 

competent falls and the less competent takes his unsuitable place. 
  If it is better for a person to be chosen by his mosque, but he is 
allowed to suggest himself a candidate whenever to feel himself 

capable for the qualities he has. Various candidates for election 

are allowed in Islam but it is not obligatory. 
   We can sum up the duties of an elected person in Islam in the 
general truthfulness, to be concerned with people’s hope and pains, 

to insure people security and that of their money, practicing what 

they promised their electors and taking care of their religion and 
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the function of the elected (a servant or proxy) is not a post for 

making money .From the other hand the state should insure for the 

elected a wife and a dwelling and a personal means of transport. 

Besides, he needs some moral rights such as giving advice and call 

God to help him. 
   There is no harm in timing election period in Islam .There can be 
five years for the elected except for the caliph who can be given 

seven years that can be renewable twice only, this is aright 

suggestion and there is no need for an electoral campaign only if 

Muslims compete with non Muslims. But when with Muslims competing 

candidates there is no need and it is not accepted to organise an 

electoral campaign except to give a concise definition from a media 

speaker or a journalist about the capacity of the candidate in 

addition to a concise presentation by the candidate himself 

concisely. 
        Falsification is a great sin in Islam that must be fought 

faithfully by reducing the advantages given to the elected, electing 

the election direction, the ordinary supervision and the  

Continuous electronic one or other appropriate ways, and ALLAH knows 
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