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ABSTRACT :

The African continent has lived an increasing trend towards the
establishment of regional groupings aimed at achieving integration and
economic integration in the framework of collective structural change.
and has coincided with this trend a political and security conditions not
unstable due to the fragility of building a state of post-independence, on
the one hand, and the border wars and internal conflicts on the other
hand, it which led to the founders of these communities to realize the
inevitability —of the relationship  between  achieving  economic
development and achieve security and stability in their regions, and
here it had to develop their defensive and security institutional
structures to include measures to ensure the regional security and peace.
By the end of the Cold War the phenomenon of interference of these
organizations to manage and resolve conflicts located in its
geographical scope became significant, especially in light of the
weakness of the efforts of continental administration to the conflicts, in
addition to the decline of the international interest in it.

ECOWAS organization was among the most important of these
gatherings, which saw the embodiment of this principle, despite the
economic nature of the origins of this organization, but that conflicts
and violent wars witnessed by the West Africa has led the organization
to overcome the economic objectives set, to include the stability and
security as a priority for the group, and Personalization
institutionalization of prevent, manage and solve conflict, especially
when the Member States in the organization realized that
interconnectedness between the realization of economic development
and to provide security and stability in the region. Which led the
organization to formulate many of the security and defensive protocols
to the process of management and resolution conflicts, it also
intervened in several conflicts in the region through various means of
settlement, which make it expert in the management and settlement
process in Africa, where it was one of the first Sub-regional
organizations in Africa, who worked on the application of the collective
security system compared to other sub-organizations. The novelty of the
experience of ECOWAS to intervene to manage conflicts in the region
have made it dependent in many cases the means of peaceful settlement
(mediation committees) by carrying out the functions of peacekeeping,
and it was not used peace enforcement only in some cases, in spite of its
success in that, that raised the ire of other countries, making it prefer the
method of peacekeeping that is appropriate with its weapons and
missile and logistical capabilities, and coordination with the various
conflict ~management networks on the continent especially the
Organization of African Unity or the UN organization in cases of peace
enforcement.
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