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The word Gospel usualy designates a written record of Christ's words and deeds. It is

very likely derived from the Anglo-Saxon god (good) and spell (to tell), and is generally treated

as the exact equivalent of the Greek euaggelion (eu well, aggello, 1 bear a message), and the

Latin Evangelium, which has passed into French, German, Italian, and other modern languages.
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The plot early Christians invented for a divine redeemer figure is as archaic as the
mythology in which it is framed. A Jesus who drops down out of heaven, performs some magical act
that frees human beings from the power of sin, rises from the dead, and returns to heaven is simply
no longer credible. The notion that he will return at the end of time and sit in cosmic judgment is
equally incredible. We must find a new plot for a more credible Jesus.
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