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Abstract:

The nuclear proliferation is one of the main security challenges
in the international system of the post-cold war era, due to the fact that
many nations seek to acquire nuclear capabilities as the best means of
securing their survival and defense in an environment full of state and
non-state threats, in time of predicting the end of the nuclear threat
with the collapse of the soviet union, and the bipolar conflict between
the two superpowers, so the horizontal nuclear proliferation, and not
the vertical one related to the five nuclear nations in the UN security
council; represented by United States, Russia, The United Kingdom,
China and France consecutively, turned to a subject of attention,
through which the dangers of using these weapons arise, when it will
be possible to transform them to states and non state parties, especially
after the emergence of the transnational challenge of terrorism in the
aftermath of 9/11 attacks accordingly, the international community
sought to establish non-proliferation system fearing that several states
can go nuclear, which would carry many dangers to the international
peace and security, especially when it comes to undemocratic states
that lack rational handling of their nuclear arsenals.

Both of North Korea and lran are sources of concern in this
regard, for they are classified by Washington as states of axis of evil,
and they pursued aspired and continuous nuclear policies since the
second half of the twenty century, explained by various justifications
and causes on all levels; national, regional and international, within an
integrated framework which explains diversified variables of analyzing
the search for nuclear power, not to mention its development drives to
be able to use as weapons, which can be contained in the search of
power and influence regionally, the international recognition not to
mention other national goals, which caused many crises about their
programs, and they represent a set of concerns both regionally and
internationally, that’s why it is classified as the greatest constant
security concerns even with the end of the US-Soviet competiton, so
both their national insistence on pursuing the military atom led North
Korea to announce its nuclear test in 2006, while Iran keeps its nuclear
plan justified by its right of using nuclear energy for pacific ends, and
these acts would weaken the non-proliferation system, the nuclear
transfer to unreliable parties in addition to the arms race that can be
started regionally and internationally.
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