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Sources and Regulations of Great Powers’ External
Behavior:

A comparative study to the assumptions of realist, liberalist, and
constructivist approaches.
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ABSTRACT:

This study looks toward the understanding of the elements

responsible for the formulation of the external behavior of great
powers and it’s regulators, this endeavor is based on the relevant
insights offered by main theoretical approaches in the field of
international relations, including a deep comparison between the
interpretations offered by realists, liberalists, and constructivists
thinkers about the sources and limits of the behavior of great powers,
this study doesn’t specify certain times or great powers, but assume
that these contributions are compatible to the external behavior of all
great powers since the emergence of the modern international
system.

This study begins by asking about the interpretive value of realist,
liberalist, and constructivist approaches about sources of great
powers’ external behavior and it’s settings, the first chapter of this
study deals with identifying the study key concepts’ such as “foreign
policy” and “great powers”, it has been required to identify some
nearby concepts in implications of the key concepts to illustrate
aspects of difference between them, the next three chapters has been
devoting to review the assumptions and contributions of realism,
liberalism and constructivism approaches about sources and
regulations of major powers’ external behavior respectively, each
chapter began by defining the assumptions and and orientations of
each approach to build a suitable ground for understanding the
perceptions on the subject of our study, the second section of each
chapter has devoted to review these perceptions, and the ends of the
last two chapters devoted to serve the purpose of comparison
between the assumptions under review, finally we emphasize on the
importance of integrating material and non material factors to build a
general approach to understand the dynamics of the external behavior
of the great powers and it’s setting mechanisms.
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