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Abstract

The present study aimed at determining the effect of a strategy within a
cognitivo-behavioral program meant to correct juvenile distorted perceptions
about different types of authority as well as to amend their behavior, if at risk of
engaging in criminal acts. The study was based on an experimental method. The
procedure consisted in a comparison between pre-measurement and post-
measurement data findings gathered from an experimental group whose
members were involved in the strategy program, and a control groups. Each
group consisted of ten young people, ranging from 8 to 17 years old, within a
child protecting center. The data gathering tools were; interviews,
questionnaires, one centered on the juvenile's perceptions of the authority types,
and the other on the risk of criminal behavior. Finally, a strategy was designed
within a cognitivo-behavioral program meant to correct distorted perceptions of
authority and reduce risks of juvenile criminal behavior. The findings showed
the following results:

1. Implementing the strategy of correcting distorted perceptions about
authority types had a statistically significant positive impact by reducing
risks of juvenile criminal behavior.

2. There were statistically significant differences among the experimental
group in mean scores between the pre and post measurements as to
perceptions of authority.

3. There are statistically significant differences within the experimental
group as to Criminal behavior risk. Between pre and post measurement
mean SCOres.

4. There are statistically significant differences between the experimental
and control groups on the criminal behavior risk in post-measurement
mean SCOores.

5. There are statistically significant differences between the experimental
and the control groups as to Perceptions of Authority types in the post-
measurement mean scores.
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