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ABSTRACT

Doctoral thesis in information and communication science
The uses of new media among adolescents in Algeria

—Internet and mobile applications as model -

This doctoral thesis centered on the topic of the uses of new media among adolescents
in Algeria with focus on some new media applications, in order to answer the general
question: how adolescents use the new media applications via the networked and portable
media during daily life? Depending on the integrative approach in which we paired between
the qualitative and quantitative approaches according to the methodological tools: scientific
observation with participation, the focus group - the associative network — the semi-directed
interview and the questionnaire. In order to collect field data on the two qualitative study
samples, which included 20 adolescents distributed across five states of the country, using
the intentional sample. As for the quantitative study sample, the number was 300

adolescents, using Clustered random sample.

We realize some results that have been explained using the theories of social
representations, uses and gratifications, as well as a set of interpretative approaches,
including the approach of diffusion, innovation, appropriation, and sociology of uses, which we
summarize as follows:

B Overcome the digital representations of Algerian adolescents with a positive connotation
while tend to be generally homogeneous.

B The levels of digital access are not related to socio—demographic factors, but are greatly
influenced by the representations made by adolescents about smart technology media
and networked digital world applications.

B The Algerian teenagers acquire digital skills and high efficiency to integrate digital
applications during the activities of daily life according to distinctive creative methods.

The dimensions of Haptus suggest the digital uses of new media applications among Algerian

teenagers in the form of digital links on which the virtual dynamics of these interactive platforms
are based on individual collective sequences, where the digital link derives its strength from the
weakness of real social links. As a result, the adolescent generation appears as model of digital

addiction.



ABSTRACT

B The digital gratifications achieved by Algerian adolescents from their digital uses of new
media applications reflect the keen interest of the sample in achieving the needs of
adolescence without adhering to social and cultural standards and submission to self-
desires, doubts and questions that they do not hesitate to search for answers their
questions with new methods that suggest With great independence in proving their
identity in accordance with the digital technological data and imposing it more than ever.

Finally, the researcher recommended a set of recommendations, the most prominent of which is
the necessity to overcome the pessimistic view of the digital technology in general in Algerian
society and to strive to invest the creative skills and digital uses of Algerian teenagers as an
important human capital in achieving sustainable development and its positive goals. In the
context of this scientific research, the researcher suggests organizing national competitions
across the various educational stages to embrace the competencies of adolescents in the field
of the digital world, develop, and support their technological skills within the incubators of digital
creativity projects.

Key words: access; adolescents ;gratifications, new media applications,; representations, Uses.
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1 Pierre Lévy est un philosophe, sociologue et chercheur en sciences de l'information et de la
communication francais qui étudie l'impact d'Internet sur la société, les humanités numériques et le
virtuel. Son travail est cité dans le champ de I'information ethics, ou éthique appliquée aux NTIC.

2Stéphane Vial est un philosophe et un enseignant-chercheur francais spécialisé dans la recherche en
design et I'analyse de la révolution numérique. Ses recherches contribuent a mieux comprendre
I'impact du numérique sur la perception et a développer la recherche en design .

3 Stephane Vial ,L’étre et I’écran : comment le numérique change la perception, Paris:PUF 2013.
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2 Elsa Godart, née le 24 ao(it 1978 a Toulon, est une philosophe, psychanalyste et essayiste
francaiseElle travaille autour de la question « des métamorphoses des subjectivités a I'ére du
virtuel »
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